
Catholic Life and RE Newsletter 

A Reflection on Autumn Term 2024



Dear Parents and Carers,
We are delighted to present our new Religious Education newsletter, aimed at keeping parents and carers 

informed about the RE learning experiences and activities that take place at St Mary’s. Our school community 

is committed to nurturing the spiritual and moral development of our children through a comprehensive 

approach to Religious Education and the Catholic Life and Mission of our school.

Throughout the Autumn term, we made significant strides in aligning our curriculum with the new Religious 

Education Directory “To Know You More Clearly”. Classes from Year 1 to Year 4 have been actively 

engaging with the 'Vine and the Branches' scheme, which provides a rich foundation for exploring key 

religious themes. Meanwhile, our Nursery, Reception, and Years 5 and 6 classes have been crafting their 

learning experiences directly from the Directory, ensuring a cohesive and comprehensive understanding of 

our faith.

Moreover, an integral focus of our curriculum has been the continued development of the Catholic Pupil 

Profile, emphasising the importance of the eight virtues within our school community. We have particularly 

centred our efforts on instilling the values of being Generous and Grateful, Faith-filled and Hopeful, and 

Learned and Wise. Through various activities, discussions, worships and reflections, our pupils have 

embraced these virtues, allowing them to grow in character and faith.

We appreciate your ongoing support and collaboration as we continue to foster a vibrant religious 

environment at St Mary’s, where every child can thrive spiritually and academically whilst living out our 

school mission statement of 

"Working, Praying, Sharing and Learning Together".

Yours sincerely,

Miss C Isaac and Mrs J Fitzgerald

RE Co-ordinators





September-Mission Statement Week
We started the Autumn term with our Mission Statement Week, where we 

concentrated on the core values encapsulated in our school Mission 

Statement: "Working, Praying, Sharing and Learning Together.”

 Throughout the week, pupils engaged in various activities designed to 

deepen their understanding of these principles and explore how we embody 

them in our daily lives. We reflected on our commitments to fostering a 

supportive school community and extending our efforts beyond the 

classroom to the wider world. 

This initiative not only reinforced our shared values but also encouraged a 

sense of belonging and purpose among all members of our school family.



Charity Selection
During our Mission Statement Week, we reflected on how we can embody our mission of "Sharing" what we have with others. This was a wonderful 

opportunity for the pupils to reflect on the importance of being grateful and generous and doing what we can for those who need it most.

As part of this initiative, pupils conducted research and held a vote to select charities for our school to support. The suggestions for these charities were 

based on feedback received from parents via our previous charity selection form. We then shared our voting form with parents and carers through Dojo, 

allowing you to participate in the decision-making process alongside us.

The top three charities selected were CAFOD, RSPCA, and Noah's Ark. During the Autumn term, we proudly raised funds for CAFOD by participating in 

Brighten Up Day. In addition to our fundraising efforts, we showed our support for the community by collecting food items for a local food bank, 

reinforcing the principles of sharing and caring that lie at the heart of our mission. We extend our gratitude to all parents and carers for their involvement 

and support throughout this important initiative.



CAFOD Family Fast Day-Food Bank Donation



Throughout October, as part of the 

Month of the Holy Rosary, our Year 3-6 

pupils took home Rosary Prayer Packs. 

The Rosary is a lovely way for families 

to join together in prayer, reflecting on 

the lives of Jesus and Mary. 

October-

The Month of The Holy 

Rosary

Pupil Prayer Packs



November-
Remembrance Day

During November, our pupils participated in the town 

Remembrance Day service held on the square at the War 

Memorial. This significant occasion allowed our pupils to 

engage with the local community and honour the sacrifices 

made by many. As part of the service, our pupils read a poem 

and laid a wreath on behalf of our school and parish. 



December-Care Home 
Visits

As we embraced the season of Advent, we once again 

connected with our community. Our pupils visited a local 

care home, where they shared the joy of singing 

Christmas songs, playing games, and taking part in arts 

and crafts. 

Doing this not only brought smiles to the residents' faces 

but also deepened our understanding of our values of 

being Compassionate and Loving to others and being 

Grateful for what we have and Generous with our time 

during Advent.

It was heartwarming to see our children embodying these 

values, reminding us all of the true meaning of this 

special time of year.



Branch 1: Creation 
and Covenant



Branch 2: Prophecy 
and Promise
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